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winter their liberation in 1919 from German tyranny, "It is
the sword that decides the fate of nations," the very words which
had once been in the mouth of Pilsudski, years before the State was
restored, and he was purposing to regain its independence,
in whatever way possible, in the future. Sikorski in the Czas
said it was urgent for Poland to strengthen her own means of
security, and there was talk of floating a Defence Loan.
Though the financial and economic campaign of the Govern-
ment was beginning to give some favourable results, a feeling of
depression persisted not only among the peasantry but among the
working classes, and manifested itself in strikes in the towns,
as in Lodz, for higher wages; these affairs were not attended with
disturbances of any importance. On March 23, however, the local
Socialists in Cracow proclaimed a general strike, and in the morn-
ing of that day held a meeting, for which they had the authorization
of the Voievoda. About 3,000 were present, and the proceedings
opened calmly enough. Before the close it was proposed by some
agitators to form a procession to go through the streets, though
this had been forbidden. The procession started and came into
collision with the police, at whom shots were fired; the police
replied, and six people were killed and twenty-five wounded.
More than thirty police were injured, none fatally. Many arrests
were made. The trouble had begun the day before when strikers
occupying a factory (a "stay-in" strike) were forcibly ejected
by the police, and the meeting was called to protest against this
action. Discussing in the Seym the unfortunate issue of the day,
Raczkiewicz, Minister of the Interior, put the blame on
Communist elements. Immediately after the tragic incidents
the organizers of the meeting of protest proved they had nothing
to do with them. On March 30, sixty Communists were arrested
and their books, pamphlets and other material for propaganda
were confiscated by the Government.
LATVIAN MINISTER IN WARSAW
As the month was closing Warsaw received an official visit from
William Munters, Secretary-General of the Latvian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Riga, a visit to which the Polish Government